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A Few Reminders
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Please mute / unmute when not speaking

Please share your video if you are able!

Please chat in your name and organization now and use chat                             
for questions

We are live tweeting today- join us!  

@RegHealthImp, #StrongerTogether



NRHI

¢ƻŘŀȅΩǎ ŀƎŜƴŘŀ

ÅNetwork for Regional Healthcare Improvement (NRHI) & The 
Rockefeller Foundation: Brief Introduction  COVID Testing Projects

ÅSpotlight: Return to School and Work: Scaling Rapid Testing
ÅAppropriate and Accessible School Testing in Los Angeles

ÅUniversity of Wisconsin System-Wide Testing

ÅQuestion & Answer

ÅClosing Announcements
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Introduction to COVID-19 Testing 
Projects
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A national membership organization 
made up of Regional Health 
Improvement Collaboratives (RHICs)and 
affiliates working to transform health 
and healthcare.

We envision a world where local leaders 
work effectively together to improve the 
patient experienceof care, improve the 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻŦ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ  ŀƴŘ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ 
cost trend in the communities weserve.

Members work together through NRHI 
to accelerateandspread regional 
innovation nationwide.

Network for Regional Healthcare Improvement (NRHI)
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Between March 20th and August 10th, 
2020, the Network for Regional 

Healthcare Improvement (NRHI) and its 
member and research partners, 

Qualidigm, conducted qualitative 
research on off-site COVID-19 testing 
centers (OSCTCs) in more than twenty 

states across the country. 
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Qualitative analysis of COVID-19 Off-site Testing
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https://www.nrhi.org/offsite-testing-toolkit/https://www.nrhi.org/off-site-testing-hub/

Off-Site Testing Toolkit 

https://www.nrhi.org/offsite-testing-toolkit/
https://www.nrhi.org/off-site-testing-hub/
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Supporting K-12 Schools 

https://www.rockefellerfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Risk-Assessment-and-Testing-Protocols-for-Reducing-SARS-CoV-2-Transmission-in-K-12-Schools_Final-10-14-2020.pdf
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Comprehensive information 
about COVID-19 tests 
worldwide
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Rapid antigen testing as a strategy to 
reopen schools in Los Angeles County
Jennifer B. Unger, Ph.D.
Professor of Preventive Medicine
University of Southern California
Keck School of Medicine
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Å68.9% eligible for free or reduced-
price meals

Å18.0% English language learners

ÅOne nurse for every 1982 students

ÅMost students have been out of 
school since March

ÅMost schools have no testing plan
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LA County public school enrollment in 2020:
1,436,222 students
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Study Overview

Phase 1 ςQualitative research

ÅConduct key informant interviews and 
focus groups of school administrators, 
teachers, parents, and students

ÅFeasibility and acceptability of using 
testing to open schools

ÅPreferred logistics (location, testing 
schedule, who conducts tests)

ÅHow to handle positive tests

ÅPotential barriers and solutions

ÅWho would participate

Phase 2 ςPilot test

ÅSelect 3 schools (large public, small 
charter, private)

ÅProvide technical support to initiate 
testing program (CLIA waiver, set up 
testing and reporting protocol)

ÅMonitor and evaluate success

ÅAssess sustainability after our staff 
leave
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Ongoing challenges

Å²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘŜǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ testing

ÅNumerous schools are interested, but we can accommodate only a few

ÅWe need mathematical models to inform us about who to test, how often to 
test, and what to do when someone tests positive

ÅLogistics of getting test kits to the lab and getting results back to schools quickly

ÅHow to handle parents or students who refuse testing

ÅbŜŜŘ ŀ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ άǎǳŎŎŜǎǎέ
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University of Wisconsin System COVID-19 Testing Strategies
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Tommy G. Thompson, President of the University of Wisconsin System 
and Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Thompson Holdings
Former United States Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary
Four Term Governor of Wisconsin


